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RESULTS

WV CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

· Do you believe the State – instead of private insurance companies should continue to operate West Virginia’s workers compensation system

Name: Clark Barnes
Senate 15th Dist.
       Support 
 x      Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: John Yoder
Senate 16th Dist.
       Support 
  x     Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Craig Blair, Delegate 52nd Dist.
       Support 
 x      Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: The Craig Blair plan to privatize workers’ comp attached.  For a copy please call Darlene to fax you a copy.

Name: Victor Roberts Jr., Delegate 53rd Dist.       Support 
  x     Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Robert Murto, Delegate 57th Dist.       Support 
 x      Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: Privatize and phase out the State concurrently.

Name: Suzanne Morgan, Delegate 58th Dist.
        Support 
  x     Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Brent Benjamin, Supreme Court of Appeals
Per Mr. Benjamin’s letter, He is running as a republican candidate for the seat currently held by Warren McGraw on the WV Supreme court of appeals.  As a judicial candidate, I am not able to respond to most of the questions.  He however sent information to let us know about his philosophy and his positions on judicial issues, and a speech given before the Raleigh County Chamber of Commerce, as well as response to questions posed by several editorial boards.  If you are interested in these results, please call Darlene at 301-739-1190 to fax you a copy.

Name: Hiram Lewis IV, Attorney General
  x     Support 
        Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Monty Warner, Governor

       Support 
 x      Oppose
        No Opinion

1. Should West Virginia’s workers compensation be privatized? 

Name:  Clark Barnes


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: John Yoder


  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Craig Blair, Delegate 52nd Dist x      Support        Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

   X    Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Robert Murto


   x    Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: Tort reform including the rule of liberality

Name: Suzanne Morgan

   x    Support 
        Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Hiram Lewis IV

  x     Support 
        Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Monty Warner


  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: The free market has bops the mechanisms to maintain a viable, efficient, and effective system that will take care of our injured workers.  State government has proven conclusively that is cannot run a functional, solvent workers comp program.

· What are the benefits of privatization?

Name: Clark Barnes

Comments: Free Market economics, not manipulated by political pressure, streamlining specific employer needs

Name: John Yoder

Comments: Lower operating cost, more efficient operations, less fraud 

Name: Craig Blair, Plan, see attached.

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.
Comments: No response

Name:  Robert Murto

Comments: Isolate industries that have bad claims and safety records.  Do not penalize the good employers.  Eventual lower premiums.

Name: Suzanne Morgan
Comments: More competitive rates; get state out of the insurance business

Name: Hiram Lewis,

Comments: Competition, lower cost

Name: Monty Warner

Comments: Efficiency, effectiveness, reduce fraud/abuse, solvency, lower rates (for employers), better care (for employees), faster claims processing, lower overhead costs, faster return to the workplace (for worker)

· What are the disadvantages of privatization?

Name: Clark Barnes

Comments: Greater difficulty for claimants to protest decisions of insurance companies.

Name: John Yoder

Comments: Transition from public to private & funding the current public debt

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.
Comments: No response

Name:  Robert Murto

Comments: Initial cost may be high do to the court climate in WV and because only a few companies are in this market.

Name: Suzanne Morgan
Comments: More litigation against insurance carriers

Name: Hiram Lewis

Comments: Possibly less benefits, smaller case load.

Name: Monty Warner

Comments: Negligible disadvantages.

· What can be done to decrease workers compensation debt?

Name: Clark Barnes

Comments: Reverse Supreme Court ruling re: “Availability of suitable work, Re-evaluate all permanent disability awards, require service providers to prove that 20% or less of their income is derived from comp.

Name: John Yoder

Comments: Move to privatize & use long term bond to gradually reduce debt

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.
Comments: Apply gaming revenues while still available

Name:  Robert Murto

Comments: Lower allowable attorneys fees, reduce the 104-week payout after death, reduce benefits, and reevaluate cases.

Name: Suzanne Morgan
Comments: Either float a bond or use money from the seauritization of the tobacco settlement

Name: Hiram Lewis

Comments: Prosecute fraud and abuse, require work for benefits, collect back premiums, dedicate revenues to pay off debt, increase economic growth

Name: Monty Warner

Comments: 1. Stop the growth of any future debt-privatize the system, 2. Change the make-up of the State Supreme Court. 3. Have “Permanent” disability recipients revalidate their claims.  4. Emphasize rehabilitation retraining & re-entry to the workplace-Prompt! 5. Pursue and prosecute fraud of the workers comp systems.

· Should the debt be paid off before looking to privatization of workers compensation?

Name: Clark Barnes
Comments: No, we can’t afford to wait!

Name: John Yoder


Comments: Move to privatize & use long term bond to gradually reduce debt

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

Comments: No 

Name:  Robert Murto


Comments: No, reevaluate cases using ama standards

Name: Suzanne Morgan
Comments: Yes, No company will come into the state until the debt is paid off.  Pay off debt now and privatize staring January 1, 2005.

Name: Hiram Lewis


Comments: The debt should be separated from current collections and claims, financed and paid off.  Then, privatization of future collections and claims could work.

Name: Monty Warner


Comments: No, Old system debt must be reduced simultaneously with the introduction of a new system that allows new and growing businesses to enjoy comparable rates to neighboring mid-Atlantic states.  Otherwise businesses, jobs, population, and tax base will continue to flee the state; thereby brining on a total collapse of the economy.

· Would you co-sponsor a bill requiring a jobs impact statement before voting on any legislation or regulation that would affect private sector employment?

Name: Clark Barnes


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: John Yoder


   x    Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Craig Blair, Delegate

  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name:  Robert Murto


        Support 
       Oppose
 x       No Opinion

Comments: Jobs Impact?  Do you mean industry KSA-Safety records?.

Name: Suzanne Morgan

   x    Support 
        Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Hiram Lewis


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: I am running for Attorney General.  As Attorney General I cannot co-sponsor bills, but as Attorney General, I would support such legislation.

Name: Monty Warner


  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: This is a good idea.  I wonder who would conduct such a study.  Let’s explore this!!

· Would you co-sponsor legislation eliminating the rules of joint and several liabilities among defendants in civil litigation and adopting a comparative fault rule for allocating liability?     
Name: Clark Barnes


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion 

Name: John Yoder


        Support 
       Oppose
 x       No Opinion 

Depends on the specifics; I do support comparative fault in most instances

Name: Craig Blair, Delegate

Did not answer

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

         Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: Need more information, probably would support

Name:  Robert Murto


  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Suzanne Morgan

   x    Support 
        Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Hiram Lewis


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Richard Robb


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Monty Warner


  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: Yes, Definitely.

· Do you favor either the non-partisan election, or merit selection, of state judges?

Name: Clark Barnes


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion  

Name: John Yoder


  x     Support merit selection, while in the state senate in 1995 and 1996, I sponsored legislation for merit selection of judges

Name: Craig Blair, Delegate

Did not answer

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion  

Name:  Robert Murto


 x      Support 
       Oppose
       No Opinion

Name: Suzanne Morgan

   x    Support 
        Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Hiram Lewis


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Monty Warner


  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: First step: Non-partisan election (immediately) Second step: Merit selection

· Would you co-sponsor legislation (AKA “right to work”) guaranteeing the right of any worker to decline to join a labor union which is the recognized collective bargaining representative for other employees of the same employer?  

Name: Clark Barnes


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: John Yoder


  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Craig Blair, Delegate

Did not answer

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: Only when enough votes are identified in house and senate to pass a “right to work” bill

Name:  Robert Murto


  x    Support 
       Oppose
         No Opinion

Comments: I have been a union officer and steward, however I believe the free market shall prevail.  Good Management needs no union.

Name: Suzanne Morgan

   x    Support 
        Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Hiram Lewis


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Monty Warner


  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: When legislature brings me “right to work” legislation I will favorably consider it.  The effort needs to be put into electing legislators who will represent the conservative people of this state and support “right to work” efforts, initiatives & legislation.

· Would you co-sponsor legislation requiring collective bargaining over compensation and working conditions for state and local government employees?  

Name: Clark Barnes
       Support 
 x      Oppose
        No Opinion 

Name: John Yoder
        Support 
 x      Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Craig Blair, Delegate

Did not answer

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

        Support 
 x      Oppose
        No Opinion

Name:  Robert Murto


        Support 
  x     Oppose
       No Opinion

Name: Suzanne Morgan

        Support 
  x     Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Hiram Lewis


        Support 
 x      Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Monty Warner


        Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion  x   Other  

Comments: I will consider “allowing” collective bargaining as a means for improving the work conditions and morale of workers.  Be they government or private sector workers.  Government workers cannot be allowed to “strike” and there are no provisions for “automatic check-off” for payment of union dues.

· Would you co-sponsor legislation repealing or modifying West Virginia’s current “prevailing wage rate” requirements for public construction projects?  

Name: Clark Barnes


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion 

Name: John Yoder


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Craig Blair, Delegate

Did not answer

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name:  Robert Murto


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Suzanne Morgan

   x    Support 
        Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Hiram Lewis


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Douglas McKinney

  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Monty Warner


  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: We need to modify the “wage rate” to something comparable to the rates bordering states enjoy.

· Have you studied how prevailing wages are determined in the state of West Virginia’s?  

Name: Clark Barnes


Comments: Yes

Name: John Yoder


Comments: Yes, somewhat familiar

Name: Craig Blair


Comments: yes, a more accurate method of wage averaging needs to be enacted

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

Comments: Previous experience indicates union scale is adopted even if there are no or few union employees working on jobs in district

Name: Robert Murto


Comments: No, Davis-Bacon, I would use the estimators guide or get figures from US dept. of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics from nearby states and take an average.  I believe in the free market.

Name: Suzanne Morgan

Comments, Yes, The  “Little Davis Bacon Act” and the prevailing wage study published by the WV Chapter of ABC

Name: Hiram Lewis


Comments, no

Name: Monty Warner


Comments: Not Greatly.   Need to understand this better, I know that our rate is inflated and exaggerated?

· Would you co-sponsor legislation authorizing a study of the cost of West Virginia’s current prevailing wage rate requirements and calculation methodology for public construction projects?  

Name: Clark Barnes


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion 

Name: John Yoder


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Craig Blair


   x    Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name:  Robert Murto


   x    Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Suzanne Morgan

   x    Support 
        Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Hiram Lewis


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Monty Warner


  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

· Would you co-sponsor legislation exempting smaller (e.g. under $500,000) public construction projects for West Virginia’s prevailing wage rate requirements?  

Name: Clark Barnes


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion 

Name: John Yoder


  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Craig Blair


   x    Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name:  Robert Murto


 x      Support 
       Oppose
 x       No Opinion

Name: Suzanne Morgan

   x    Support 
        Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Hiram Lewis


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Monty Warner


        Support 
       Oppose
 x       No Opinion

Comments: Will need to better understand the reason for this initiative and the impact of it. (Why $500k and under?)

· Would you co-sponsor legislation which requires the employment of West Virginia workers on public construction projects even if it means increasing the cost of the projects?  

Name: Clark Barnes

        Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: What may seem good for Charleston or Clarksburg might be detrimental to panhandle & border areas.  We must be very careful with these types of requirements.

Name: John Yoder


        Support 
  x     Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: Up to 15% is acceptable to guarantee work for West Virginians

Name: Craig Blair


   x    Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: Project could not exceed a 5% increase over the free market method

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

        Support 
   x    Oppose
        No Opinion

Name:  Robert Murto


        Support 
  x     Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Suzanne Morgan

   x    Support 
        Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Hiram Lewis


        Support 
 x      Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Monty Warner


        Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: Generally Not. The definition of a WV worker is extremely difficult.  Is it domicile, voter’s registration, drivers license, or genetic ties that make one West Virginian?  

· Tort reform.  Do you favor tort reform?

Name: Clark Barnes


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion 

Name: John Yoder


        Support 
       Oppose
  x      No Opinion

Comments: Depends on the specifies.  “Tort Reform” can mean a number of different things.  I strongly support some forms of tort reform.

Name: Craig Blair


   x    Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: Third party bad faith, joint & several liabilities

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name:  Robert Murto


x      Support 
       Oppose
       No Opinion

Name: Suzanne Morgan

   x    Support 
        Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Hiram Lewis


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Monty Warner


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: Judicial climate and system are horrible.  Stacked against business and job growth.  Needs to be rectified.

· Union Violence Do you favor a bill that would make union violence a felony? 

Name: Clark Barnes


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion Comments: Any crime that is felonious already should be dealt with accordingly when union violence is involved.

Name: John Yoder


  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Craig Blair


  x    Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

        Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: Need more information 

Name:  Robert Murto


 x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Suzanne Morgan

   x    Support 
        Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Hiram Lewis


        Support 
  x     Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: Most forms of violence are already crimes.

Name: Monty Warner


       Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: Engaging in purposeful violence to achieve your ends are criminal.  The degree of violence, the injury, the damage, the intent, and the motive – all go towards determining whether the crime is a felony or misdemeanor.  Union-directed violence should be punished as stridently and urgently as all other violent crimes.

Comments: It depends on what acts are defined as felonies.

· What would you do with the state surplus?

       Reduce Corporate Income Tax 

       Put in rainy day fund

     Use to Reduce Debt


    Reduce Personal Income tax

     Undecided




     Spend on New Program

     Other: __________________________________________________________

Name: Clark Barnes


Comments: What state surplus, if there were one, I would pay off debts first priority then prioritize the others according to the needs of that year. 

Name: John Yoder 


Comments:  Reduce corporate Income Tax

Name: Craig Blair


Comments: What surplus? Reduce corporate income tax and use to reduce debt.

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

Comments: Use to reduce debt

Name: Robert Murto


Comments: WV currently has unfounded liabilities of about 15 billion 4.5 billion in workers comp. 

Name: Suzanne Morgan

Comments: Reduce Corporate Income tax and use to reduce Debt

Name: Hiram Lewis


Comments: Use to reduce debt

Name: Monty Warner


Comments: Reduce Corporate Income tax, use to reduce debt and reduce personal income tax, It is not a “state surplus,’ it is an excessive collection of the people’s money by the state.  The funds belong to the people and need to be returned to rightful owners.  The people know how to spend their money better than the state government.

· If elected, would you be willing to meet regularly with contractors in the Eastern Panhandle to discuss issues?

Name: Clark Barnes
 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion 

Name: John Yoder
  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Craig Blair


   x    Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: Of courses, I’m available when invited.

Name: Victor Roberts Jr.

  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Name:  Robert Murto


 x      Support 
       Oppose
 x      No Opinion

Name: Suzanne Morgan

   x    Support 
        Oppose
        No Opinion

Name: Hiram Lewis


 x      Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion

Comments: Absolutely

Name: Monty Warner


  x     Support 
       Oppose
        No Opinion
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